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bled in "= AMENT, 


ANSWER 


tothe Scots Declaration. 


” Wherein is ſet forth the true 


* Zealcand Aﬀection betwixt both King- 
> domes, for the Reformarian of Church- 
Governement, 
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Rdered by the Lords and-Commons in Parliament» 
that this Declaration be forthwith Printed and 


publiſhed, 
: =, Hes, Eljing, Cher. Fall Ts Com, 


Septemb,1 3, hh Printed for Fob» ovighe, 
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A Declaration and Reſolution of the 
Lords and Commons mPAaRL FPAMENT, 
In anſiyer'to the Scots-Declaration. 


He Lards and Commons in Parliament have wit! * 
: approbation and thanks, received from the Com» 
a. miffioners of the Kingdome of Scat and; aclear Ma» 
nifeſtition of the reſpe&: whic't the Lords of His Maielties 
Secret Counſell for rhat Realm doe bear to the welfare and 
peace of this Kingdom, in the expreſſion oftheir AﬀeRions 
wherein they were pleaſed to ſecond the deſires of the Gene. 
rall Aſſembly of that Church for Unity in Religion,;andU- 
niformity in Church Government in His Maicſttes three 
Kingdoms : And having often hadthat matter in,debate, and 
our moft ſerious confideration ; the Chriſtian Advice of 
that reverend ; Aſſembly , and the grave Councell of that 
Honourable Table concurriug with our own Judgment,and 
Experience of the manifold miſchiets .and diſtrations }.: 


-which the Government of the Prelacie of this Kingdom 


hath inal times and ages produced in this Church and State, 
have movedus to bring our reſolution to a more ſpeely mas 
turity and corcluſion; wherein, as we have ſatisfied our 
Own Reaſon, ſo we hope we ſhall fatisfie tke loving and 
Chriſtian defires of our Brethren of Scerlend, Although we 
know that hereby we ſhall exceedingly irritate that oppoſite - 
and: malignant partic who will bend all their /nvention and 
force to intertupt this work, and to ruine and deſtroy us in 
the undertaking of it. 
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And we deſire rheir Lord{hips to conſider that the party 
which hath now incens'd and arm'd His Majeſty againſt us 
and His other faithfull Subie&s in this Kingdom, is the ve- 
ry ſame which not long (iace up9a the very ſamedeſizne of 
r20ting. out the Reformed Religion, didendeavour to be. g F 
gin that tragedy in Scotland, which, whenſoever it ſhall be 

:zrfeed' in either Nation, will eafily be accompliſhed in | | 
the other, Religion being the Band and Foundation of the 
fatety and happineſſe of both. And as se reſolve, according. 
to the nationall command betyixtthe two Kingdoms , to be 
caretull of the peace of Scorlaudas of our. own, ſo we doubt 
not bur their Lordſhips and the Nation of Scotland will be 
carefull to. exprefle their brotherly kindnefle to us, and pru- 

dent care of themſelves, by reſtrayning the evill affe&ed a- 
mongſt them, that they: may not: foment our troubles ,and' 
by - all clear wayes, according to tie Articles ratified in the. 
Parliaments of both Kingdomes, to maintaine the- Peace &- 
Amity betwixt the rwo Nations,andto reſtrain the miſchje- 

vous attemprs & praCtiſes of thoſe who are enemies ro both, 

that ſo, through Gods blefling, we may mutually rejoyce 1n 
one anothers happineſſe, and yeeld his Maje:ty. ſuch a faith. 
full tubjeQ1on, as. may be honourable to himſelte, comfor. 
tibleto his people, advantagious to the Profeſſors of the re- 
formed Religion in other parts beyond the ſeas, . 
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\/ E the Lords and Commens in; Parliament affembled, having 

with much contentment peruſed the brotherly and Cheitti- 
an Anſwer, which theGen-rall Adſambly of the Church of Scotland 
have made unto the Declaration formerly ſent uitothem from us ; 
And findirg therein greac expreſhans of love to this Church and Kings 
dome; anc Of prudence and taithtulnefſe in propousding tho things 
which may conduce tea more cloſe and firme uftion of therwoChu» 
ches and Naticns of England and Scotland, in preſerving and maintai- 
ning the truth and paricy ofthe Reformd Religion» not onely againſt 


 Poperybur againit all other ſuperſtitious Sets and Tanovations whia' » 


ſdever; Fave. chercupon reſumed into our conſiJeratien and care, the 
matters concerning the Reformation of Chu:ch government and diſ- 
cipline, which we have often had in conſultation and debate fince the 
begianing.of this Parliament ; And ever made ic our chiefelt ayme » 
though we. have been frequently interrupted ; and powerfully oppoted 
in the proſccution and accompliſhment of it. 


And however wecontinue ttill inthe ſtorme and conflict , finding | 
ſmall abacement of difficulty,and much increaſe of Maligni:y and pers . 
verſencfſe in the oPpotition-wherewith this great and neceflary wOtke- 


ot Reformation is incuuntred; Yet we heartily thanke God and re- 
joycc With our Brethren of Scotl-xd, tor that Peace, Liberty , and pre- 


' fervation which God hath afforded them), taking it as a Piedge anJ1 car 
net of the like mercy latendcd to us in his goo1 time , and hoping- 


that he will not onely free us from the moſt greivous and diltruftive 
mifcrics and calamities of a Civill War,but graciouſly perte& our de 


ſigns and endeavours of a fuil Reformarion in all matters appercai- - 
ning to Religion, which'as it is the greateſt honour: and f(ervice which - 
God receiv.s from his people, ſo we ackowlegge with our Brethren . 
that it is the ſureſt foundation of glory,ſtrcngeh,and. happin«fe, which . 


he beſtowes upon any Nation. . 


The manifoid obſtruRions and impediments which we hav met- 


with in ſe-king this great b1.fſing, doc giveto ts and all Go.is People, 
great Cauſe of gri« fe, ani workes in.us an earnzit longing for the remo- 
vall of them: yet kn wing that all the wonderfull workes of God in 
thi” kind hav: beere brought to-perteion, thr»ugh many oPpotirto.1s 
and iceming_.impoſſibilitie>» that ſo the conclation might be more glo- 


rious his divi»: Maj:ity, :n4 comforcatle to his cuuldren, we Can=. 


not but in humility aud ſnbmiffi -n expeR the like idue .of our. wraſt- 
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Ting, and friving with thar fierce and paremptofy oppoſition which, | | 


Fath beene framed', and aRed againſt ns by theſubcill and bufie en- 
gines of Satan , the moſt peſtiJent incendiarics among us the Jefuits 
trom abroad, x virulent and diſcontented party at hone, conſiiting of 
th: Prelatizail Cicrgy, Arheiſticall proj:&ors againſt Religionz pro- 


phane and ſenſuall telte-lovers, highrned an1 inflamed agtinit os, with: 
a ſpirit of mil!gnity beyond the cxzmple of former tim*-s\,- wherein: 
we have had manifold occaſions ro diſcerne both our owne-weakn-fes 
and imperteRtions, anJ the divine mercy and goodneffe; andtohope - - 
that God having upheld us {o long beyond our own? ftrengrth and me- 
rit, will bring us through at Ja(t tothe fall accomplifhnent of his ow 1: * 


Praiſe, and of the joy of this and other Charches; 


- We acknowledge it an att of loveto us; arid of wifdome for th: - 
good of borh Churches, for which weare thankfall both to God and | 
them, that our Brethren of sco:land have beftowectheir ſerious thenghes 


and earneſt deſires for Unity of Religion; That in all his May tties 


Dominions, there might be otie Donfefſion of Faiths one. dire&or y'of + 
wotſhip,'one publique Catechiſme, and one forme of Church-G v- * 


vernement, And although it will har4ly be qbtained pun&ually anJ. 
exatly, unlefſe ſome way-might be found for a mutuall Commnni- 


cation, and conjunRtion of Gonncell, and debate in framing that” 6ne 
forme : yer boch intending the ſane end, proceeding by the ſamernle 


of Gods Word, and guided by the ſame Spirit , wee hope by Gods 
affiſtance to be ſodireRed, that we nmy caſt out whatſoever is -offen- 
five to God, or juſtly difpleafing ro any Neighbour Church; and fo 


far agree with our Brethren of Scotland , and orher reformed Chns- ' 
ches, in all ſabſtantiall parts ef Dorine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, - 


that both'we and they may inioy thoſe advantagers and conveniences 
whichare mentioned by them, in this their ayſwer, in the more ſtrit- 


union of both Kingdomes, more fafe, eaſy; and comfortable Govern. *. 
ment of bis Majeſty, and both to himſelfe anap:ople more free Come | 
munnion in all holy exerciſes 'and duties of ' worfhip , more conſtane 


ſecurity of Religion» againſt the bloody praftices of Papitſts , and de- 
ceirfull errors of other ſeRaries, and more profitable uſe of the Mi. 
nittry, tor the compaſſing and attaining whereof, we intend to ufe the 
labour and advice of an Aſſemblyof godly learned Divines , for the 
conveening of whom, a Bill hath alrcady paſt both Houſes, which had 
taken effe&t long ſince, if we conld have obtained his Mijeities Royall 


conſent theretnto., All which conſidered , we ackn9wiedge the faith- 


full and affeRi.nate expreſſions of our Brethren, in wiſhing and defi- 
ri0s 


LY 


Azront Rod, the Mitre tu be above the Sword,which arguerin ther 7” 
an Antichriltian ſpicic to exalt themſelves above all that Is called God 
& ad lign(when they have brought the Kingdow to be diſpoſed at his 
pleaſure) co ſubjeR his Majeſty to their owne arbitrary ceaſurcs that | 
themſelves may triumph ia the bondage both ot King and p«ople, | 
U-on all which and many other reaſons we Joe declare, that this | 
go-crnment by Archbiſhps, Biſhops,thelr Chancellours, and Comm. /! 
t ries, De-ncs, Deans and Chapters, Archd eacons z and gther Ecclefi. */ 
aſticall Offi-iers Tepending upon the Hierarchy, is ovill and juftly of. ! 
fcafive and burdenſame to the Kingdome, a greac impedimenc co Re 
formation and growth of Religion, very prejudiciall tocheſtareand ! 
government of chis Kingdome: and that we are reſolved that the fame | 
ſhall be taken away. And according to or former Declara:ioa of the 
{kvench of February, our purpole is ta conſult wich godly anl1 learned. | 
Divines that we may nor anely remove this , bur ſertle ſyoh a governs + . 
ment, as may be moſt agrecable to Gods holy Word , moſtapero pros | 
curegnd conſerve the peace of the Church at home» and happy union | 
with theChurch of S«tlavd , and other refarmed Churches abroad , \ 
and to eſtabliſh the ſame by a law which we intend to frame for that 
purpolero be preſented to his Majeſty for his Royall affent. And in | 
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che mcane timely humbly to befcech his Majcity that a Bill for the 
Aſſembly may be paſſed in time eonvenicne far the meeting to be by 
the fifth of November next , the nuſcrable eſtate of the Church and * 
Kingdome not being able to endure any longer delay, y 
This being the reſolution of both Houtes of Parſiamenc, we doe des | 
fire our Brethren of Stand to concur with us ia pecitioning his Maje» 
fty,chec his Royall authoricy may be applycd to che conſervation of a | 
firme waity betweene the two Kingdomes , and that they likewiſe will /* 
thinke good to ſend to the ſame Aſſembly ſome godly and learned Dis | | 
Vines of thae Church, whereby an unifarmity in torme of Church goo \,; 
vernment may be obtained ; ayd thereby 8 more cafie mr ta 
the feeling of 6no Conteſlian of faich, one Liturgy or direfory of rhe | 
Pablick worſhip,and one Catechiſine in all three Kingdoms, Which we *;. 
hopethrough Gods bleſſing will have ſuchan effeR in all his Maieſtics . 
damiaions, as will mach advance the honor & ſervice of God, enlarge. | 
the greatncs,power ,& glory of the King,coutirm the peaceyſecurity it 
proſperity of -U his good ſubicAtzymake way tothe relief &deliverance 
ot rhe poor :Micred Churches abroad, to the torall aboliſhing ofthe / _ 
uſurpation & tyranny of Rome, being the prime caule and fonncain of al }\-_ 
the miſerics & calamities,the bloody maſſacres outrages.cruelties, and . \\ 
birter perſccution of Gods people in all che Chriftian wozld for many. 
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